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with those grown in Europe. They are cultivated for their known properties, rather than as mere ornaments to the garden. The leaves, boiled in water, are said to be of service to the hair; the root and branches are? considered medicinal.
The pomegranate-tree x may be ranked amongst the choicest beauties of Asiatic horticulture ; and when its benefits are understood, no one wonders that a tree or two is to be seen ia almost every garden and compound of tiie Mussulmaun population in India.
The finest fruit of this sort is brought, however, from Persia and Cabul, at a great expense ; and from the general estimation in which it is held, the merchants annually import the fruit in large quantities. There are two sorts, the sweet and the acid pomegranate, each possessing medicinal properties peculiar to itself. Sherbet is made from the juice, which is pressed out, and boiled up with sugar or honey to a syrup ; thus prepared it keeps good for any length of time, and very few families omit making their yearly supply, as it constitutes a great luxury in health, and a real benefit in particular disorders. The Natives make many varieties of sherbet from the juices of their fruits, as the pixie-apple, falsah,3 mango, or any other of the same succulent nature, each having properties to recommend it beyond the mere pleasantness of its flavour.
An admirer of Nature must be struck with the singular beauty of the pomegranate-tree, so commonly cultivated in India. The leaves are of a rich dark green, very glossy, and adorned at the same time with every variety of bud, bloom, and fruit, in the several stages of vegetation, from the first bud to the ripe fruit in rich luxuriance, and this in succession nearly throughout the year. The bright scarlet colour of the buds and blossoms seldom vary in their shades ; but contrasted with the glossy dark green foliage, the effect excites wonder and admiration. There is a medicinal benefit to be derived from every part of this tree from its root upwards, each part possessing a distinct property, which is employed according to the Native knowledge and practice of medicine.
1 Punica Gmnatum. The best varieties of the fruit come from Afghanistan and Persia.
falsa, Gretvia asiaiica.